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Holbeton News Climate Change & Environmental section 

Environmental tip of the month: A flight-free trip to Morocco! 

Did you know that 

travelling by train 

can reduce CO2 

emissions by as 

much as 90% 

compared to travel 

by plane? (data 

supplied by the 

Energy Saving Trust)  

 

Alongside the benefits 

in terms of the 

environment there are 

many ways in which 

train travel can be 

more relaxed and less 

stressful than flying. 

 There are typically no weight limits on luggage - if you can lift your suitcase 

onto the train you can take it with you, and you won’t be charged extra.  

 You’ll probably have more legroom on the train, and it’s far easier to stretch 

your legs. 

 You’ll feel you’ve seen more of the countries you’re visiting. 

 There’s no need to arrive hours before departure - so long as the doors 

haven’t closed you can embark. 

 Stations tend to be in the heart of cities, unlike airports which are usually at a 

distance. This can make onward travel quicker and cheaper. 

The website www.seat61.com contains a wealth of information and advice/ 

guidance/ideas about trips by train, both in Europe and further afield.  

For those who still find it daunting, (we did) there are links to travel 

companies who will help you. We used a small company based in London. 

They were fabulous and organised trains and accommodation for a recent 

trip to Rome and Venice which included the spectacular Bernina Express 

over the Swiss Alps where we had lunch in St Moritz en route to Italy. 

In the last couple of years there’s been a resurgence of night trains across 

http://www.seat61.com/
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Europe. This can add to the adventure and of course saves a night in a 

hotel. 

 

Regarding costs, it will of course vary depending upon how much 

travelling one does. To give an idea, an Interrail pass for five days of 

unlimited travel in a month costs £246 (10% less if over 60) 
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Martyn West 01752 830420 

Editor: this should surely be the way to travel! It should also be the cheap 

way to do so. The travel advisor mentioned should not be interpreted as 
being promoted by the parish council. 

 

Erme Estuary update 
There will have been a meeting open to all at the Watermark in Ivybridge 

on the 22
nd

 of May, at which the arrangements for a water quality group 

will have been debated. More on this next month. 

The Yealmpton Show. Holbeton parish council has been collaborating 

over environmental activities with councils from 4 neighbouring parishes 

for several years. This has helped us to avoid re-inventing the wheel, 

building upon neighbouring councils’ work. This year on Wednesday the 

26
th
 July we will have a stand at the show, highlighting the achievements of 

each parish and areas where we have been collaborating. Do drop in. 

Our meeting with representatives from South West Water 
Although we do not as yet have an agreed set of minutes, what can be said 

is that the focus was on the plan to extend an existing surface water drain 

that ends outside Holbeton primary school.  
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We want to maximise the benefit in channelling as much surface water into 

this drain and thereby reduce the amount of water entering the treatment 

plant and therefore reducing the number and amount of discharges of 

untreated sewage into the Erme estuary. 

South West Water are therefore undertaking a detailed survey of the 

existing systems within the village to identify what needs doing. We are 

awaiting their results. 

Harry Baumer 01752 830274, harryluson@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 Yealm Community Energy receives a good grant 
round of applications and do join us at our AGM.   

YCE will be holding its AGM for members on Sat 24
th
 June at 2pm. If you 

are an existing member, or would like to join up on the day, we would be 

delighted to see you at Newton Ferrers Community Hall. To join YCE as a 

member it costs just £1. This allows you to gain voting rights and to invest 

in our forthcoming share offer, which will bring the local solar farms into 

community ownership. So much work is currently being undertaken, and 

negotiations are being had by the YCE team, we are in the most pivotal 

time for the project.  

Further news - YCE had a great number of quality of projects apply for the 

latest round of grant funding from the Community Benefit Fund. The 

applicants will be informed of the panel decisions by mid June.  

To date, £100,000 of financial support has been granted by YCE to local 

projects and causes in our 5 parishes. YCE continues to harness the power 

of the sun to empower our local communities.  

If not at the AGM, do come and say hello to YCE at the Yealmpton show 

on 26
th

 July.  

If you would like more information on YCE or to join as a member do visit 

www.yealmenergy.co.uk 

mailto:harryluson@gmail.com
http://www.yealmenergy.co.uk/

