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MINUTES OF HOLBETON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING   

HELD ON  

4 MAY 2022 AT 7.00 PM IN HOLBETON VILLAGE HALL 

                
Councillors in Attendance:    
Cllrs John Sherrell, Mike Reece, Carol Ackroyd, Harry Baumer, Trudie Timlin Brown, Jim Melhuish, Nirosha Gunatillake, 

Tony Callcut and Julie Fuller 

 

Other Attendees: 

County and District Councillor Dan Thomas 

T Drew (Parish Clerk) 

    

Parishioners present: 3 

 

WELCOME 

Cllr Sherrell welcomed everyone to the meeting 

APOLOGIES 

 

District Councillor Keith Baldry and Cllr Chris Flower. 

CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2020 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5 May 2021 at 9.06 pm were confirmed and signed by Cllr 

Sherrell. 

ANNUAL REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF HOLBETON PARISH COUNCIL  

 

Cllr Sherrell wished to thank County, District and Parish Councillors for their support and hard work during 

the past twelve months.  Also, James Pengelly and Andrew Hollett who stood down as Parish Councillors during 

the year.  The Parish Council welcomed two new Parish Councillors – Cllrs Melhuish and Callcut. 

 

During the last twelve months the Parish Council reviewed 20 planning applications, funded repairs to play park 

and now manage Holbeton public toilets.   

 

Cllr Sherrell also thanked Cllr Baumer for his help, support and hard work chairing the Holbeton Parish Council 

Climate Change Sub-Committee.  
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COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ ANNUAL REPORTS 

 

District Councillors Dan Thomas and Keith Baldry Annual Report  

This is a joint report from both of us. 

During this year we made successful recommendations from the Sustainable Locality Fund for payments to the 

Holbeton jogging track and to the village hall.    Our allocation for 2021-22 was fully spent, but we expect to 

receive a further allocation this financial year. 

The South Hams share of Council Tax agreed for 2022-23 will be increased by £5 pa for a band D property.  

The South Hams share of Council tax is less than 10% of the total Council tax bill.  The main elements are 

County Council and Police and Crime Commissioner.  

In March 2021 revised arrangements for refuse collection were introduced by FCC, the Council’s contractor.  

It is fair to say that some of the new rounds did not work well.  Garden waste collection was suspended from 

August 2021 until the end of last month.  Some areas are still not receiving the full recycling collection as 

required in the contract. This includes a separate food waste collection. Legal pressure is being applied to 

FCC.  

Keith Baldry    Dan Thomas  

Cllr.keith.baldry@southhams.gov.uk   Cllr.Dan.Thomas@southhams.gov.uk     

Devon County Councillor Dan Thomas Annual Report  

 

• Covid – clearly, the last year has been very difficult for us all. It is great to be meeting in person again 

and I look forward to supporting the Parish, where possible, in ensuring it remains connected and 

resilient – one of the principal heads of the new County Corporate Strategy.  

• Vaccination Programme - I must praise the NHS Devon Clinical Commissioning Group for their sterling 

work, disseminating information on Covid vaccines as well as the excellent publicity campaigns that 

they ran. It is gratifying that so many arms were vaccinated and boosted as a direct result of their 

efforts. The figures I provided to you on a monthly basis in 2021 are indicative of their keenness to 

keep the message going. 

• Finance. This year’s budget sees a significant amount of money pumped into adult care and health, with 

an extra investment of £29.6million. Children’s Services are also well supported with an extra 

£17.1million investment. It is unfortunate that this money will have to be paid primarily out of County 

reserves, as the money supplied by central government dwindles still further. As a direct result, the 

Council has had no alternative other than to raise Council Tax again to help in some small way towards 

meeting the shortfall. 

• Locality Budgets. I was very happy to various parish council projects this year and would warmly 

welcome any application from Holbeton this financial year. (It is regrettable that Councillor budgets 

are being reduced next year from £10 000 to £8 000 as part of the Council’s drive to cut costs). 

• 20mph limits – much of my time as a County Councillor has been frustrating when it has come to 

requests for speeding reductions. I was therefore very happy to learn that the Newton Abbot trial 

had been dropped. County have now decided that Parishes can apply to be considered for 20mph zones 

as part of a new trial and I actively support the applications made by my various parishes.   
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Devon County Councillor Dan Thomas Annual Report (continued)  

 

• Standing Advisory Committee for Religious Education. As part of my County responsibilities, I sit on 

SACRE. I have attended a number of meetings this year where we have examined, amongst other 

topics, the Devon Agreed Syllabus and mechanisms for supporting teachers in the delivery of faiths 

other than Christianity. 

• Highways. As a local team, Nick Colton and I continue to respond to complaints and requests for help 

from individual parishioners regarding the state of the highway. We are very lucky to have Nick in this 

division and I am both grateful for, and salute, his proactivity. 

• Finally, I would say that I am always happy to be contacted via phone or email if I can assist in any way 

and am glad to have been able to support the Council over the last year with information from County 

as required. 

 

LIFE ON THE EDGE – Nicky Bailey South Devon AONB Community Projects Officer 

 

Nicky explained the project which has been developing for around 3 years in South Devon.  There are 26 

endangered species, the aim is to create and restore habitats that will help the insects increase in numbers.  

You can find out more about the project on www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/life-on-the-edge, there is also a 10 

minute film about it on Youtube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFyArImxfcM) or a shorter 2 min  

version (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p983rgZWas). 

 

Partners in the project are: 

 

- Bug Life 

- National Trust 

- South West Coast Path 

- SHDC 

- Torbay Coast and Countryside Trust 

- Doorstep Arts 

 

We will also be working with local communities, landowners, farmers, community groups, coast path walkers, 

Young carers, people with dementia, visitors and the neighbouring communities in Plymouth and Torbay 

 

Lottery Funding has been obtained for an 18 month development phase which will run until Sept 2023.  

Another round of funding will then be applied for a five year delivery phase April 2024 – March 2029. 

 

In the delivery phase we will run an apprenticeship scheme with 4 rounds of 5 people, employed over a 14 

month period.  

 

Cllr Sherrell thanked Nicky for her fascinating, informative and inspiring talk. 

 

QUESTIONS 

 

Cllr Baumer asked about the use of insecticides = Nicky replied that insecticides use on land is an issue but 

there is more of a push on verge management in parishes. 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.50 pm. 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………….    Date: …………………………………………… 

Chairman 

http://www.southdevonaonb.org.uk/life-on-the-edge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFyArImxfcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p983rgZWas

