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Parish Council Planning Meeting – 26 March 2021 

 

MINUTES OF HOLBETON PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING MEETING  

HELD REMOTELY ON ZOOM - FRIDAY 26 MARCH 2021 AT 7.30 PM 
 

Present: 

 

 

 

Cllrs John Sherrell, Mike Reece, Carol Ackroyd, Harry Baumer, Trudie Timlin Brown,  

Nirosha Gunatillake, Andrew Hollett and Julie Fuller 

 

District Councillor Dan Thomas (from 7.30 pm until 8.20 pm) 

District Councillor Keith Baldry (from 7.30 pm until 8.20 pm) 

Teresa Drew – Parish Clerk 

  

Visitor(s)/Parishioner(s)present:   5  

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies received from Cllrs James Pengelly and Chris Flower. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS’ INTEREST(S) RELATING TO MATTERS ON THIS AGENDA.  
Members are also reminded that any change to their Declaration of Interests must be notified to the Parish Clerk within 28 days of the change. 

 

Cllr Baumer declared a personal interest as a resident of Luson, Holbeton. 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS – (maximum of 15 minutes per person)  

 
Agent Name: Mr Derek Butler - Derek Butler Designs Ltd working on behalf of Nr Christian Hockin who gave the 

background to the planning application: 

 

- barn is required for hay, straw, feed and general storage 

- the farm is currently an entry level stewardship scheme and working towards a higher level scheme recognition 

- barn design is to minimise visual and environmental impact as far as possible 

- the farm holding (approximately 50 hectares in size) currently has no farm buildings  

- existing farm gate access which is from a lane to the north of the site, offers good access for farm machinery and HGV, 

  which would be difficult to replicate in any other points of the holding due to the size of lanes in the area 

- screening of the barn due Bull and Bear listed gate and house  

- barn will be cut into the hillside which will reduce the visual impact on the skyline 

- extensive landscape to obscure or partially obscure the building from all views  

- recent planning application for a barn in the area, passed without comment.  We have been asked for significant    

  information which has been provided 

 

Mr Christian Hockin (planning application applicant) asked for the planning application to be treated fairly and wishes to get 

on with neighbours: 

 

- supports the village and inhabitants 

- wishes to promote wildlife as a whole 

- opposite side of the road, a recently built barn has transformed the landscape, whereas his application is situated lower 

and hidden by hedges.  Also, in the area there are other barns recently approved and built and there is another one being 

proposed, but appreciated that some are not in view of Bull and Bear Lodge 

- the barn has been resited, due to consultation with the owner of the Bull and Bear Lodge 

- Councillors should not be bias as it does affect the constituents which they represent 

- his dream is to run the farm with his family and he will have help, but it needs to bring in revenue for sustainability 

- Luson Farm was purchased separately, and as the farm buildings were then sold off with Luson House, there are now no 

farm buildings 

- request application is taken on its merits like the recent structure across the road and he stressed the barn will be used 

for farm storage 
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Members of the public and Parish Councillors made comments or referred to:  

 

- Parishioner asked if there were any concerns about HGV access  
 

CH - HGV will have easy access when they will drop off fertiliser, grain and farm goods, it is not a property development 

 

- Cllr Hollett is there enough space in the curtilage of the barn for HGVs to turn around 

 
DB - confirmed there is enough space for a standard articulated lorry 

 

- Cllr Timlin Brown does not understand why there is now a need for a barn and why it is so large and high 

 
CH – currently this is not a large barn for storing grain and fodder, but he has space for tractors and equipment.  CH stressed it is not to 

rent out. 

 

- Cllr Timlin Brown pointed out, the eaves height is 5.2 metres which is cut into a bank below of 2.5 meters and the ridge 

height is 7.8 metres, which effectively going to be seen in an area of AONB.  

 
CH – the barn on the other side of the road is 20 foot higher and there is a need to move equipment around the building.  

DB pointed out the barn is of standard size for storage of straw, hay and grain. 

 

- Cllr Timlin Brown asked if the intention is to apply for an agricultural dwelling to service the building at a later date. 

 
CH – this had not been considered. 

 

Cllr Timlin Brown asked if consent was granted could a condition be applied to prevent a dwelling in the future. 
 

CH – had not thought about a dwelling and would be happy for the condition, as it is not for other businesses or to rent.  

 

Cllr Ackroyd - the difference between this planning application and the barn across the road is that the barn across the 

road is part of an existing farmstead.  This barn is a new development in a particularly unspoilt and attractive valley.  If 

barn is built, will CH farm (Luson Farm) 120 acres actively farm around this building.  

 
CH - Luson Farm does not have any buildings.   

DB - the barn will be used for storage not animals. 

 

Cllr Ackroyd – why have you planted Cypress tree around the edges as they are poisonous to farm animals.   
 

CH – begun my learning and knowledge of trees and the area where they are planted is going to be woodland.   

 

Cllr Baumer – over time you will wish to plant trees, how much acreage will be left for agricultural? 

 
CH – 100 acres at least. 

 

Cllr Baumer – in time will you turn land to arable. 

 
CH – not intending to arable farm Luson Farm. The barn will used for animal feed. 

 

Cllr Ackroyd – if the barn is built does that mean it would be easier to have further development 

 
DB – should not make any difference, everything is on its own merit.  If there is a demand for additional sheds because of the farms need 

then further plans would be produced. 

 

Cllr Timlin Brown – struggling to understand why the barn is so large. 

 
CH – we tried to make it as small as we can, but the barn has to be suitable for the storage and for the use of equipment.   

DB - the height of the barn is the height of a house.  
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4. PLANNING APPLICATION - Ref: 0946/21/PAA 

 

Councillors had been asked to view the planning application on SHDC Website prior to the meeting and the Chairman had 

circulated additional documents relating to the application supplied to him by the applicant prior to the meeting. 

 

Two documents from the planning application website page on the SHDC planning portal are attached: 

 

- Design and Access Statement 

- Justification and Need Statement 

 

Planning Application: 0946/21/PAA 

Description: Prior approval application for new agricultural barn 

Address: Field to rear of Bull and Bear Gate Holbeton 

 

In Favour of planning application: 3 Parish Councillors 

 

Object to the planning application: 4 Parish Councillors 

 

Abstained: 1 Parish Councillor  

 

Councillors voted to object to the planning application. 

 

 

Meeting finished at 8.20 pm 

 

 

Teresa Drew  / John  Sherrell 

Parish Clerk  Chairman 
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